GIOVANNI     DIBICCI                    25

the countries of Europe recognising one Pope and the other
half another, became at length so intolerable that all Europe
began to cry for "a reformation of the Church in head and
members," a phrase constantly on men's lips all through this
fifteenth century, and this was the first of three attempts
to that end. The cardinals of both the rival parties deserted
their Popes and summoned a Council of the whole Western
Church at Pisa to solve the difficulty. To this Council there
came about 200 bishops, nearly 300 abbots, over 400 doctors
of theology, and the representatives of most of the sovereigns
of Europe.

The primary point to be fought out was whether a Council
was supreme over a Pope, and therefore able to reform errors
in the Papacy, or whether a Pope was above a Council. The
sixth century would have been amazed that such a question
could be debated, the supreme authority in the Church
throughout the early centuries having been a General Coun-
cil of equal and independent bishops, each himself under the
authority of such a Council. But since then one bishop had
exalted himself step by step, until the time had come that
such a question could be debated.

However, the Council, by the mere fact of assembling on
its own authority, and in defiance of two Popes, virtually
declared itself the highest power in the Church. Moreover, it
at once proceeded formally to lay down the same. And this
done, it deposed both the rival Popes for their crimes. Then
the Council made the mistake which nullified all its work:
instead of proceeding to reform the abuses in the Church, and
only after this had been done electing a fresh Pope, it elected
a Pope (Alexander V) before attempting to carry out re-
forms. The natural result followed. Alexander V promptly
found means to adjourn the Council, nominally for three
years, practically for an indefinite perio'd.

This futile conclusion of the first attempt to reform the
Church left matters worse than before. The two deposed
Popes refused to accept the sentence of the Council; so that